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Summary of Project 
Euthanasia in Danish Print Media 
 
In our project, we seek to examine the media coverage of euthanasia in the past decade in 
Denmark. We decided on basing our research on print media, examining the three most read 
newspapers in Denmark, namely Politiken, Jyllands-Posten and Berlingske. We explore the 
accessibility of the issue with quantitative content analysis, thus, measuring how frequently print 
media covers the topic of the right to die. We compared it with other similar topics in order to be 
able to compare the discoveries and put our numerical data into a broader context. Further, we 
performed a qualitative content analysis to explore the applicability of the topic. We determined 
the attitude the authors of the relevant articles express towards euthanasia. In this manner, we 
divided the articles into positive, negative and neutral standpoints. In the last section of our 
analysis, we disclosed in relation to what topic the question of the mercy kill is discussed in the 
articles. Our findings show that euthanasia is relatively under-represented in Danish print media 
compared to the other ethical issues. However, the articles that solely discuss the right to die take 
a rather supportive or neutral standpoint. The negative articles remain behind in numbers. The 
topic that is most related to euthanasia in the articles is ethics. The second mostly associated 
theme is politics, however it is significantly behind in terms of salience. 
In Denmark, euthanasia and assisted suicide is illegal. However, distinct studies show that the 
public acceptance, compared to other European countries, is the highest in Denmark. 
Nevertheless, during our research, we observed that there is no influential activism, neither 
towards the legalization, nor towards maintaining its current legal status. Besides, other studies 
also show that the controversy is not debated in the Danish political sphere, nor is it apparent on 
the political agenda. 
Our chosen theories have shown a direct correlation with our findings as well as the other 
aforementioned studies. When conjoining the agenda of the media with the public and ultimately 
the political agenda, it assists us with the understanding of the interaction of the three. The 
theories we chose are agenda setting, priming, framing and media system dependency, which are 
all concerned in examining the connection and influence of the media on the audience. 
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In the lights of our theories, our discoveries can be linked to the other studies. The high level of 
public acceptance in the country can be understood as the existing literature in the top three 
newspapers takes a supporting or neutral stance. Additionally, the lack of coverage on the issue 
may cause the lack of activism towards the notion of euthanasia. Furthermore, the issue is 
represented as an ethical debate rather than a political matter. For this reason, the public does not 
perceive it as a political question, thus the political actors have no interest in discussing the issue. 
Even though we trust the correlation is noticeable, further research is needed in order to ascertain 
our discoveries. 
